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di%f!‘!(;t of 7. amil E\Iadu wrthm a stralght Ime dlstance of 18 kms the
epicentre of each of the villages is well within one kilometer of the High
Tide Line rendering them to be part of the Coastal Regulation Zone lIi

While Chinnaveerampatinam is situated along the northern banks of River

Chunnambar, Suba Uppalavadi is on the northern bank of River Ponnaiyar.
A part of the estuarine system of River Ponnaiyar marks the northern boundary
of Devanampatinam, while on the south it is restricted by River Gadilam.

All three villages are multi-religious and multi-caste in nature with marine and
inland fishing and agriculture constituting primary livelihoods

The three villages were intensively impacted by the Tsunami of 2004 not only
in terms of loss of lives and property but also considerable damage to the natural
system and resources




To prepare and enhance the capacities of local communities to
promote/sustain coastal ecology as a means of disaster preparedness

To develop a replicable methodology for the implementation and monitoring of
socio-ecological interventions that mitigate the effects of disasters




Guiding Principles
Coastal landscapes are resilient and therefore capable of reviving their
character and function with human intervention

Human intervention is most effective only when it is focused and supported
by a system that blends science and community mobilisation

The Approach
A two pronged approach according equal merit to science and society,
in an attempt to

S w & s u_ndéré‘tar]d the ecological history and plan a feasible goal and




Launched against the backdrop of massive inflow of

funds into villages in the post-Tsunami phase, Project ReCAP

invested sustained efforts for building awareness on protecting

habitats for mitigating disasters. That we need to become custodians

of our coasts was a platform that was created in the project sites as well
as amongst other stakeholders
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Enhancing local capabilities to ensure sustainability

11 Groups spread over the three project villages and comprising of 220
members were formed into Task Forces for the project
- mandated with the implementation and monitoring of the restoration efforts
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When the village is viewed as a landscape with four

types of infrastructure viz.social, economic, ecological and
cultural, the ambit of situational analysis is not only enlarged,
but is also rendered meaningful - investing time and effort and
ensuring active community participation in such an analysis

is an important step for success
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Keeping with the guiding principle of the project, a
herbarium of coastal plant species was developed
with the active participation of the community - the
collection is stored at the CCCP
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P> A rather distinct component of ReCAP was the process of
° participatory mapping.This was achieved by introducing
the element of scale and layers into mental mapping
exercises- and further strengthened by GPS
based surveys that were eventually consolidated into
GIS based images of project intervention
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f"f Recognlsmg the potentlal of Iocal communities to learn, training in
 restoration ecology was also undertaken during the entire course
i of.the prOJect




Stakeholder_pgnsg[totron

Whrle consultatrons wrth iocal communrtres form the backbone of
isations of the landscape
;, ly ¢ fthe State through its
; ,Departmeﬁi ofeEnyrronment and Forests is M ' '
ka large part of the area identified for restor:
the Coastal Regulation



Members of the Task Forces visited project sites of
other organisations and government departments to
ain ‘ﬁlﬁthand understanding of restoration, coastalm

‘ od options - this hastened the process -
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Ensuring Regeneration
and Recruitment

vegetation through collection of seeds and establishment of nurseries
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A plethora of restoration activities designed to specifically”
address the status and potential of the habitat type under
consideration - all activities were designed-and implemented

with the active support of the local communities

Key activities include sourcing of seeds, plants, planting,
protection using local material and maintenance




The concept and practice of restoration of natural
habitats mainstreamed into local development
~ paradigms
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